Sarah’s English Essay

R
Purple and Yellow Socks & Part1 (1/4) J '

It was my third year in Japan. | had been transferred from my high school
to an educational center. | taught some classes and seminars at the center
and did visit-teaching at elementary, junior, and high schools in my prefecture.

My team-teacher was from England, and he had a wonderful British
accent. He also had long, curly, black hair that he wore in a pony tail. He had
dark skin and dark brown eyes. His first name was a long, Indian one, but he
called himself Roy.
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There was an unusual thing about Roy. He always wore socks that didn't
match. If he had a red sock on his left foot, then he had a blue sock on his
right. If he had a purple or orange sock on his right foot, the sock on his left
was pink, or yellow, or brown. His socks were always brightly colored, and
they were always mismatched.

As we team-taught together at the center, or visited our schools, our
students would notice that Roy's socks didn't match. We could hear them
talking about it. Then a few of them would come up.

"Look!" they would say. "Your socks are different colors! One is purple and

the other is yellow!"

They always looked very worried for him. They knew that having
mismatched socks was a BIG mistake.
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But Roy would just give them a big smile.
"Yes," he would say, "My socks are matching socks of purple and yellow!"

This would confuse them for a moment. They would stop to think. Then
they would try again.

"No, really, your socks don't match! One is purple, and the other is
yellow!"

Roy would slip his feet out of his school slippers and give them a better
look.

"Yes, aren't they nice?" he would say.
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Often after talking to Roy, the students would go to their teacher and tell
him or her about Roy's socks. The teacher would usually explain that he was
a foreigner, and sometimes foreigners were different.

Occasionally someone at the center or one of the schools would get upset
and complain about Roy to our supervisor. They thought that she should tell
Roy to change his socks. But she never did, because she understood his
character.

One day we were sitting at lunch, and | decided to ask him why he wore
his socks like that.

He looked at me and smiled his big smile. Then he got serious.

"We are here because we are different,” he said. "It is important that our

students see our differences and accept them. If they cannot accept a simple
difference like socks, how can they accept the bigger differences?”

He had a good point. And he was teaching just by wearing his socks. | was
impressed.

But | still match my socks.
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